
RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES / PREPARATORY CLASS OF MARITIME 

2019- 2020 ACADEMIC YEAR / FALL SEMESTER / WRITING SYLLABUS 

 

 

Course Description: This course reviews fundamental components of clear and effective writing for 

students with A2 (CEFR) level of English. Course topics include structures of a paragraph and various 

types of paragraphs, language development (grammar for writing and academic language), critical 

thinking sections with evaluative and analytical tasks. 

Course Goals: After completing this course, students should be able to become good writers of English 

that can produce coherent and organized paragraphs. Students should also be able to identify sentence 

structure, word agreement and referencing.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  

- Students will demonstrate an ability to use basic elements of writing (such as grammar, punctuation, 

syntax, and organization). 

- They will be able to identify basic components of a paragraph (such as topic sentence, supporting 

sentences, concluding sentence, and main idea). 

- They will be able to write several types of paragraphs (such as descriptive, process, and narrative). 

Textbook:  O’Neill, R. (2014). Unlock Reading & Writing Skills 2. Oxford, UK: Cambridge University Press 

 

Other Course Materials: A notebook for in-class writing assignments is required. A dictionary (English - 

English) will be necessary for most of the classes. 

Course Requirements and Policies: 

 Each student is expected to have an active “erdogan.edu.tr” email account and sign in to Google 

Classroom with that email address. 

 Students are expected to come to class with their books and other materials announced by the 

teacher. 

 All of the assignments will be submitted on time. Late assignments will not be accepted. 

 Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Regular attendance is an important part of 

your classroom performance grade (CPG) for the course. 



 All electronic devices must be turned off or silenced and kept out of sight during class. You will 

be informed by the instructor when you are allowed to use them. 

  If any kind of plagiarism is detected by the instructor, you will be strictly punished. Your 

assignment with plagiarism will be graded as “0” and you will not be given the opportunity to 

rewrite it or submit a second draft. Plagiarism will also affect your CPG. 

 

Assessment 

  There will be a midterm exam, a quiz, a midterm project and a final exam for this class. You will also 

have a Classroom Performance Grade including all your writing assignments, classroom attitude, 

attendance, and bringing materials to the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Week Topic Content  Writing Task  

1 Revision  Peer editing; timed writing; revision 
exercises  

 

 

2  Descriptive Sentences  Sentence structure 1: subject + verb 
Capital letters and full stops, writing 
descriptive sentences, evaluating 
information using a T-chart 
 

Writing task 1  
Describe the place where you 
live. Write about the positives 
and negatives. 

3 Descriptive Paragraph Sentence structure 2: subject and verb 
order, prepositional phrases, creating a 
spider diagram to organize ideas, 
Paragraph organization 1: organizing 
sentences into a paragraph 
 

Writing task 2 
 
Describe a festival or special 
event. 

4 Descriptive Paragraph Subject pronouns, because and so, Writing task 3 



   Week Topic Content  Writing Task  

creating a wh- chart to organize 

information, paragraph organization 2: 

topic and supporting sentences 

 

Describe your education. 

5 One-sided Opinion Paragraph  and, also and too,  but and however, 

analyzing an essay question, evaluating 

advantages and disadvantages  topic 

sentences 

Writing task 4 

The internet has made our lives 

better. Do you agree or 

disagree? 

6 Descriptive Paragraph  Quantifiers: some, many, a lot of, a 

few, a little, evaluating ideas and 

examples using an ideas map,  

    Writing task 5  

 1st Draft 

How is your language different 

from 50 years ago? Describe the 

way that people speak and write 

your language has changed. 

 

7 Descriptive Paragraph Supporting sentences, giving examples: 

like, such as and for example 

   Writing task 5  

     2nd Draft 

 

8 Midterm exams- no class   

9 Describing a Graph comparative and superlative 

adjectives, analyzing and evaluate a 

table and a graph, introductory 

sentences for descriptive paragraphs 

about a graph 

Writing task 6 

Describe a graph. 

10 Process Paragraph Subject and verb agreement, analyzing 

a diagram, applying information to a 

description and a diagram, ordering 

events in a process, eliminating 

irrelevancies 

Writing task 7  

Write a process paragraph a 

triathlon. 

11 Narrative Paragraph  Past and present tenses , clauses with 

when, analyzing a spider diagram, 

create a timeline to organize events, 

adding detail 

Writing task 8 

Write a narrative paragraph 

about the business history of 

Google. 

12 Explanatory paragraph Subject and object pronouns, 

possessive adjectives, creating an idea 

wheel to categorize information, 

concluding sentences 

Writing task 9 

Describe a person you admire 

and explain why. 

13 Balanced opinion Essay Developing sentence structure, 

infinitive of purpose, analyzing an essay 

question, evaluating arguments for and 

against    

   Writing task 10  

    1st Draft 

Exploring space is very expensive. 

Some people think that it is too 

expensive. However, other people 

think it is a good way for 

governments to spend our money. 

Discuss both points of view and 



   Week Topic Content  Writing Task  

give your opinion.  

 

14 Balanced opinion Essay Creating evidence and examples for 

arguments, essay organization 

Writing task 10  

2nd Draft  

15 Revision Peer editing; timed writing; revision 
exercises  
 

 

 

* All of writing tasks have to be submitted in Google Classroom as typed documents on time.  

 

 

  


